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Biodiversity crisis in freshwater systems is at the worst 

among those in other natural systems. For the better 

conservation of freshwater biodiversity, we have to 

urgently collect the information about the status quo of 

freshwater biodiversity and ecosystem through appropriate 

environmental monitoring together with compiling the 

data already collected by and independently stored at 

individual institutions, to identify the drivers which affect 

freshwater biodiversity in each system, and to identify the 

biodiversity hotspots where conservation efforts should 

focus on. In most of environmental monitoring in Asian 

countries, the fruits (data) derived from those monitoring 

are usually written in local languages and independently 

stored at individual institutions. If those data become 

publicly accessible and available, they would yield more 

contributions not only to local and domestic communities 

but to international ones. 

To develop further network for freshwater 

biodiversity researches and discuss future collaboration, 

International Workshop on Freshwater Biodiversity 

Conservation in Asia was held from 26 to 28 November at 

Kyushu University in Fukuoka, Japan. In the current 

workshop, we discussed about data sharing among Asian 

countries, appropriate methods to identify the drivers on 

biodiversity of a particular freshwater and the way how to 

identify the biodiversity hotspots for better conservation of 

the systems.

We had about 40 participants, two Keynote lectures, 

18 talks and general discussions (The program is shown on 

the next page). Dr. Ian Harrison, one of the two Keynote 

speakers, pointed out that biological diversity in Asian 

ecosystems is relatively high, and emphasized that only 

limited information about many of biological species or the 

condition of the ecosystems is available in Asia. So, he 

introduced some IUCN's assessments on the distribution 

and conservation status of freshwater species through 

several parts of Asia. Dr. Lu Cai, another Keynote speaker, 

talked about the concept and framework of Ecological 

Character Description (ECD) developed by the Ramsar 

Convention, together with some case studies using ECD. 

ECD provides the baseline and acceptable changes in 

ecological components, processes and services in 

freshwaters. 

According to our interaction, I was very much 

impressed how we are searching for collaboration and 

further development in our freshwater biodiversity 
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